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Dear Colleague 

Foundation Training Year (FTY) in Scotland 2025-26   

As communicated previously the FTY national recruitment scheme (NRS) for the 2025-26 
training year has now concluded with all 220 Scottish Government (SG) funded FTY posts filled.   

Previously within Scotland, employers could directly identify and employ trainee pharmacists 
into non-SG funded FTY posts, however this process no longer meets the criteria stipulated in 
the GPhC IET Standard for selection and admission and is therefore no longer a route of entry 
into Foundation training from the 2025-26 training year.    

  
NES Pharmacy, along with our key stakeholders including the Directors of Pharmacy and 
Community Pharmacy Scotland have explored the possibility of an alternative process for 
employers to offer FTY posts in Scotland utilising their own funding, which meets the GPhC IET 
standards, however this has been unsuccessful. We can therefore now confirm that an 
alternative process will not be possible.   

Any candidates who have not secured one of the funded FTY posts have the following options 
available to them:   

1. Explore opportunities in the NHS England (NHSE) Foundation Training scheme through 
their trainee anomaly process. This process is open to those who completed the NRS in 
current or previous rounds in addition to those who have not applied. The NHSE 
pharmacy national recruitment team can be contacted here - Submit a ticket : PGMDE 
Support Portal. Once a ticket is logged the PNRO will issue further instructions about the 
process.   

2. Reapply to the National Recruitment Scheme in 2025 for the FTY in 2026-27. The 
assessment will need to be undertaken again during that cycle so that candidates can 
be ranked alongside all others applying for that vacancy.   

We appreciate this news may be disappointing. If anyone has any questions we can assist with 
please get in touch with us at nes.ftypharmacy@nhs.scot   

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flasepgmdesupport.hee.nhs.uk%2Fsupport%2Ftickets%2Fnew%3Fform_1&data=05%7C02%7CGail.Craig%40nhs.scot%7C464ec514a80748ff9e8c08dd347da520%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638724436500509718%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FCjTetJnvTzvz3ANHZSXBnhn%2B0%2FTMTxl1WzI2Jus9N0%3D&reserved=0
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